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when Gaubaruva, the Persian satrap of Assyria and
Gutium, defeated the Babylonians at Opis. Belshaz-
zar commanded the Babylonians. He was perhaps
killed and Nabonidus fled from Sippar to Borsippa
where he died. The citadel of Babylon held on for
sometime more. It was stormed in the presence of
Kurush and fell to his sword. He entered Babylon in
triumph and was welcomed by the priests and people
as their deliverer. The Babylonian monarchy came
to an end.
Nabonidus had made himself hateful to the priests
who had resented his antiquarian zeal for collecting
the gods from all over the country and they applauded
Kurush, who, in usual accordance with the Persian
tolerance of the religions of the subject races, sent back
the images to their shrines.
Phoenician cities too readily submitted arid so did
Palestine where Kurush permitted the establishment of
a Jewish community at Jerusalem. Kurush then con-
quered the Sakas of the east and thus extended his do-
minions over the region beyond the Jaxartes. Then
he died leaving his crown to his son Kambujiya.
Egypt and Persia
Amasis the pharaoh of Egypt did not oppose Per-
sia as long as he lived. Persia was moving along her
course of conquest as planned by her great rulers and
the subjugation of Egypt was their next step. Egypt
lay palsy-stricken and her deserting mercenaries could
not save her from the disciplined Persian forces who
came to conquer the country. A short engagement
was fought at Pelusium where Psamatic III, son of
Amasis, was defeated. He fled to Memphis. Kam-
bujiya II followed him there, took Memphis, deposed
the pharaoh and sent him to Persia, and himself ascen-
ded the throne. This was the first time a foreigner
had sat on the Egyptian throne, a thousand years after